Old Testament Theology: Genesis 12:1-9 
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Translation 

1. The LORD said to Abram, go forth from your land, from your relatives, to a land I 
will show you. 

2. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and I will make your 
name great, and you will be a blessing. (I listed this in my diagram as part of the 
promise. Gentry and Wellum list this as a second command). 

3. And I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you, and in 
you, all the families of the land will be blessed. 

4. Abram went, as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went with him. And Abram 
was seventy-five years old when he went out of Haran. 

5. Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his brother’s son, and all of their possessions that 
had acquired, and the people they had made their own in Haran, and they went out to 
go to the land of Canaan, and they came into the land of Canaan. 

6. And Abram passed through the land to the place of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh, 
and the Canaanite was then in the land. 

7. And the LORD appeared to Abram and said, to your offspring I will give this land. 
And he built and altar there to the LORD who appeared to him. 

8. He moved on from there to the mountain, east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, Bethel 
toward the sea (west) and Ai to the east. There he built and altar to the LORD, and he 
called upon the name of the LORD. 

9. And Abram journeyed, continuing to journey to the Negev (south). 

Thesis 
In a previous paper, I analyzed how Dumbrell defines the “great nation” of Genesis 12, 
specifically his supercessionist definition of the term. I wish to put forth an analysis on who is 
the “great nation” of Genesis 12, specifically setting forth a non-supercessionist alternative to 


what I covered in the Dumbrell paper. 


Covenant Structure 

Command: Go forth from-your land and from your relatives 

Promises: to a land I will show you; And I will make of you a great nation, and I will 
bless you, and I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. And I will bless those 
who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you, and in you, all the families of the land will 
be blessed. 

Blessings: I will bless you, and I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. 
And I will bless those who bless you, and in you, all the families of the land will be blessed. 

Curses: I will curse him who curses you 

Textual Variants (Copied from Word Biblical Commentary) 

2.0. SamPent, as at 17:1, reads al for m7) (waw + 2 masc. sg impv. .)היה‎ BHS and some 
commentators (e.g., Skinner, Gunkel, Speiser) repoint m7) “and it your name shall be (a 
blessing).” This repointing is unnecessary. The impv. (as in MT) expresses the same mood in the 
2d person as the coh does in the Ist person (Joiion, 116h). Following a coh, the impv. frequently 
expresses “a consequence which is to be expected with certainty ... or ... an intention” (GKC, 
110i). 

3.d. Masc. sg piel ptcp 2 + קלל‎ masc. sg suff. Some MSS and versions (G, Vg, SamPent, 
S) read masc. pl. ptcp + suff ,מקלליך‎ i.e., “those who disdain you.” Without the vowel points, the 
MT could be interpreted this way, defective spelling. 

6.8. G adds sic tò 606ףע‎ avtijc “throughout its length,” imitating 13:17. 

6.b. Tg., Vg read “plain.” “The Aramaic versions of the Pentateuch consistently render 
MT אלון‎ by מישר‎ (or slight variations of the same noun)—evidently because terebinths and oaks 
were used for idolatrous worship.... Tg. Onk.’s rendering ... may have been designed to remove 
Abraham from any association with centers of tree worship” (M. Aberbach and B. Grossfeld, 
Targum Onkelos to Genesis, 79). 


6.0. For מורה‎ (hiph ptcp ירה‎ “teacher’’), G has trv vwnAnv “high”; S 6 “Mamre.” Cf. 18:1. 


7.0. SamPent adds לו‎ “to him,” apparently also read by G, Vg, 5. 

7.d. G adds ABpàp. 

8.6. SamPent has the more usual suff, 1 “his.” MT’s אהלה‎ is more archaic (F. M. Cross 
and D. N. Freedman, Early Hebrew Orthography New Haven: American Oriental Society, 1952 
57). 

Context within Genesis 

Genesis 12 begins to transition the book of Genesis toward a major narrative concerning 

the Patriarchs of Israel. 
Word Studies 

nation (goy) 

See my previous paper on Dumbrell for my in-depth word study in “nation” (goy). 
land (eretz) 

NIDOTTE: divine gift 

CBL: “The second main use of erets refers to the land in a territorial sense, particularly 
the land which God gave to Israel.” 

DBL: the dwelling place of mankind 
bless/blessing (barakh, berakhah) 

Difference between emphatic and imperative use of “blessing” in 2b (copied from 
Gentry/Wellum): 

Many prefer to construe it as an emphatic consequence clause, “so that you will be a 
blessing.” Kenneth Mathews explains: 

772 7777) (lit. “be a blessing,” v. 2d) is preceded by the cohortative 79738) (“I will make 
... great”); by this sequence of verbs the imperative expresses expected certainty or intention 
(GKC § 110i). The use of the imperative instead of an imperfective verbal form heightens the 
certainty of the promise (IBHS § 34.4c). 


Interpretative options for “blessed” in 3b (copied from Word Biblical Commentary: 


3.8 Waw consec + 3 masc. pl. pf niph .ברך‎ This understands the niph as a middle. 
Possible alternatives: passive “be blessed” or reflexive “bless themselves.” See Comment for 
further discussion. 

TLOT: “all the families of the earth shall gain blessing” 

HALOT: “to wish on oneself a blessing” 

CBL: “The formulas for blessing are nearly evenly divided between God blessing 
humans, humans blessing God, and humans blessing other humans...It also refers to a source of 
blessing other than God: Abraham (Gen. 12:2), Israel (Isa. 19:24; Ezek. 34:26; Zech. 8:13), 
descendents of the righteous (Ps. 37:26), the king (Ps. 21:6), memory of the righteous (Prov. 
10:7), and new wine (Isa. 65:8).” 

DBL: to ask God to bestow divine favor 

(Copied from Gentry/Wellum): 

Two main options are advanced by scholars. One construes the niphal form as passive 
)1.6., “In you all the clans of the earth will be blessed”); the other reckons the niphal form to be 
reflexive (i.e., “In you all the clans of the earth will bless themselves”). Both options are 
grammatically possible. The niphal form of brk (“bless”) is found elsewhere in the Hebrew Bible 
only two times (Gen. 18:18; 28:14), both reiterations of the promise in Genesis 12:3. What 
exacerbates the debate is that two further iterations of the promise in Genesis are constructed 
with a hithpael form of brk (“bless,” Gen. 22:18; 26:4), and another two allusions or echoes of 
Genesis 12:3 elsewhere are also constructed with the hithpael form of the verb (Ps. 72:17; Jer. 
4:2). Only three instances of the hithpael form of brk occur in the Hebrew Bible, and these are 
entirely independent of Genesis 12:3 (Deut. 29:18; Isa. 65:16 2x). 

Commentary Notes 
The main verbs are subordinate to the imperative “go”. (Word Biblical Commentary) 


The Lord is bringing salvation to the scattered nations. (New American Commentary) 


Questions for Discussion 
Is the Abrahamic Covenant in Genesis 12 conditional or unconditional? 
What other Ancient Near Eastern covenants or treaties best aligns with Genesis 12:2? 
Is Abraham (or Israel) a type of Adam, and does the Abrahamic Covenant have any 
parallels to a covenant with creation (if there is a covenant with creation; discuss this 
in terms of the Gentry/Wellum reading on the Covenant with Abraham)? 


What theological conclusions can one draw from the Abrahamic Covenant? 


